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APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
SEPTEMBER, 1956 VOL. XXXV Numper 9 


To Satisfy the Thirst for Heroism! 


4 Ree ELECTRIFYING ALLOCUTION OF His Holiness Pope Pius XII to the 
tertiaries of Italy on Sunday, July 1, has once more brought the 
‘Third Order into proper perspective at a time when its importance tends 
to be discounted because of the multiplicity of new methods, means and 
organizations. ‘The text of the Holy Father’s allocution is printed in 
this issue in full and is both easy to read and to understand. Again he 
has emphasized the fact that the Third Order is a true religious order, 
so constituted as to bring people living in the world to perfection of 
life just as the convent orders. 


The very nub of the Third Order’s power is the profession—the will 
to be perfect. The important paragraph is this: “You are an order: a 
lay order, but truly an order, ‘an order in the true sense of the word,’ as 
our Predecessor Benedict XV of holy memory called it (Encyl. Letter 
Sacra Propediem, Jan. 6, 1921). You will not be—this should be obvious 
—an assembly of the perfect; but you must be a school of christian perfec- 
tion. Without that resolute resolve it is impossible to be a suitable mem- 
ber of so close and so glorious a militia.” 


This statement of Pope Pius XII on the timeliness and need of the 
Third Order today is another link in the long chain of pronouncements 
on the Third Order over the centuries. The order was approved formally 
by Honorius HII in 1221. Gregory IX, his successor, defended it 
vigorously against attacks aroused by its growing influence. In this he 
was followed by Nicholas IV, Clement V and John XII, as well as by 
the councils of Vienna in 1311 and of the Lateran, 1512-1517. Among 
the most ardent friends of the order in centuries past were Martin V 
(1417-1431) , Benedict XIII (1724-1730) , and above all Leo XIII (1878- 
1903) . The last six popes have been members and advocates of the order 
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(Pius IX, 1846, to Pius XII today). Each of the last five popes has re- 
peatedly made public pronouncements in behalf of the order; it is their 
unanimous opinion that the Third Order is a most effectual means of 
social regeneration, and the shortest and simplest path to Christian 
perfection that can be imagined. 


| hese THIRD ORDER, THE Pope insists again in this allocution, is styled 
an order in the canonical sense, signifying a body of men and women 
publicly pledged to pursue Christian perfection in the spirit of the 
three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, having a rule and con- 
stitution approved and recognized by the Church as a factor in the 
economy of salvation, as a part of the life of the Church. 


In this sense the popes have insisted on the term ‘“‘order’’ as applied 
to the tertiaries. Benedict XIII (Paterna Sedis, Dec. 10, 1725) declared, in 
this sense, that the Third Order is “truly and in the proper sense an 
order, although different from any confraternity.” Leo XIII (July 7, 1883 
to the ministers general) pronounced: “‘It is our intention that the nature 
and essential character of the order remain what it has been, not a mere 
congregation but a true order.” 

Pius X (Tertium Franciscalium, Sept. 8, 1912) goes so far as to say 
that the Third Order differs not in nature from the First and Second 
Order, the Franciscans and Poor Clares, or for that matter, from the 
Benedictines, the Dominicans, and so forth), but only in so far as tts 
means to the same end are different; the First Order pursuing Christian 
perfection, as Benedict XV and Pius XI point out, in community and 
following the letter of the vows, while the Third Order pursues that aim 
according to a rule adapted to secular life. 

For that reason Pius XI (Rite Expiatis, April 30, 1926) expressly calls 
the Third Order “really a religious order (religiosus quidem ordo) .” 
Like his predecessor Benedict XV (in Sacra Propediem of Jan. 6, 1921), 
Pius XI points out in an address to the tertiaries of Aracoeli (Feb. 22. 
1923) that St. Francis by means of the Third Order merely popularized 
the religious life, adapting the pursuit of Christian perfection to family 
life and the ordinary, everyday avocations of the world. 


| Bae Pius XII HAs urged upon tertiaries the necessity of pouring out 

the Franciscan spirit on the world “penetrating souls like oil, which 
will soak into the hardest marble and saturate it with its fragrance” (On 
the Spirit We Need (Sept. 20, 1945). This is the “vision of life” born 
of the spirit of poverty, mortification, charity and faith. “Society,” he 
said, “has urgent need of this spirit, not only for its peace, happiness 
and prosperity, but in a way for its very existence. And it is for you, 
sons and daughters of St. Francis living in the world, to make that 
spirit sparkle and radiate.” 

This is the thought the Holy Father returns to in the present allocu- 
tion. This spirit is born of a “resolute resolve . . . to be a suitable mem- 
ber.”” It must be a genuine Franciscan spirit; and the Holy Father is 
a master at summing up Franciscan theology, asceticism and mysticism— 
the perfect imitation of Christ. 


(See page 271) 
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Discourse of His Holiness Pope Pius XII 


The Francisean Vision 


of Life 


TO THE TERTIARIES OF ALL ITALY 
Sunday, July I, 1956 


iPS BIDDING YOU AFFECTIONATE wel- 
come, beloved children—directors, 
friars, brothers and sisters of the 
Third Order in Italy—We wish 
above all to express our joy at the 
happy revival of your individual 
and collective activity as well as at 
the spirit of concord that reigns 
among you. Reading your history, 
one is astounded by the number and 
variety of the blossoms of holiness, 
of the fruits of apostolic work, that 
have budded and matured on the 
three branches of the thriving and 
vigorous tree of the Franciscan 
Order. From the time of Blessed 
Luchesio right down to the count- 
less numbers of lay people in every 
walk of life, to the priests, to the 
bishops, to the popes—a veritable 
multitude of souls has attributed to 
the Third Order a great part of that 
spirit which spurred them on to 
walk in the way of perfection. And 
no less wonderful is the story of the 
work done by them towards the 
religious moral, social and political 
reorganization of society. 


SIEM be Ree 19316 


After its providential founding, 
the Third Order, pervaded through 
and through by the spirit and the 
teaching of its Seraphic Founder, be- 
came immediately the surety of holi- 
ness for very many hearts. There 
were, it is true, during the course of 
the long years, periods of crisis and 
of less fervor; despite that, however, 
the activity of the Order was always 
noteworthy and efficacious. In times 
of strife and feud the tertiaries be- 
came the promoters of concord and 
peace; with a prudent fearlessness 
they worked against the abuses of 
the feudal lords for the betterment 
and the defense of the humbler 
classes; in order to reduce, and, in 
so far as possible, destroy the effects 
of heresies and schisms, they prac- 
tised and preached absolute fidelity 
to the Church and to its visible 
Head; to stem the spreading tide of 
injustice, oppression, and plunder 
they gave an example of detachment 
from riches, vanities and honors. 

It may well be said that whenever 
the Church called her children toge- 
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ther for any work of profound in- 
ternal renewal, she found the ter- 
tiaries ready to cooperate in ensur- 
ing the success of the common effort. 
For that reason you have had the 
support and the blessing of the 
Roman Pontiffs: from Honorius III, 
who, tradition has it, gave verbal 
approval to the Rule of your Order, 
down to Gregory IX, the great 
friend of your Holy Patriarch; to 
Leo XIII, who by the Apostolic Con- 
stitution Misericors Dei Filius of 
May 30, 1883, reformed your rule, 
taking care, however, that the in- 
timate nature of the order was in 
no way modified; to St. Pius X who 
proclaimed himself confident of the 
efficacious contribution of the ter- 
tiaries towards the restoring of all 
things in Christ (Apostolic Letter, 
May 5, 1909); to Benedict XV and 
Pius XI who reaffirmed the peren- 
nial modernity of the Third Order. 
On various occasions we also have 
willingly praised your spirit and en- 
couraged your work; and today We 
are glad to meet you once again and 
to offer you anew Our congratula- 
tions, Our good wishes, and Our 
paternal exhortation. And we, like 
vou, ask of the Lord that the splen- 
dor of your many glories may never 
be in any way obscured, that the 
confidence which the Church places 
in you may never become vain. For 
you, of course, as for other Institutes, 
the recent war may have caused at 
first a period of organic standstill 
and perhaps of spiritual coolness; 
but now, as witness this magnificent 
congress of yours, you have re- 
covered your primitive fervor, to 
make of the Third Order a school 
of christian perfection, of the gen- 
uine Franciscan spirit, and of fear- 
less and prompt action for the build- 
ing up of the Body of Christ. 
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1. YOU MUST BE, ABOVE ALL, A 
SCHOOL OF INTEGRAL CHRISTIAN 
PERFECTION. 


The Third Order was born in 
the mind of your Seraphic Father 
the day that a group of souls, moved 
and urged on by his words, asked 
him to be allowed to accompany 
him on the path he was traveling, 
following in the footsteps of Christ, 
in Whose name he was constantly 
repeating the words “Be ye perfect” 
(Mt. 5, 48). But since it was not 
possible for everyone to follow the 
Gospel counsels, Francis remem- 
bered that all, as long as they wished 
it, could tend to the perfection of 
their own state of life and reach it 
without embracing the state of per- 
fection. By denying themselves, all 
could be docile instruments in the 
hands of Christ: prompt to answer 
his every desire, his every suggestion. 
And that complete and continual 
clinging to the will of God, that 
affectionate yet strong dedication to 
him and to his wishes, that fulness 
and perfection of life in the light 
of the Gospel, can belong to all 
christians, and in fact, has been the 
treasure of so many in every age. 


The Third Order of St. Francis 
was born to satisfy this thirst for 
heroism among those who, though 
having to remain in the world, did 
not wish to be of the world. The 
Third Order, then, seeks souls who 
long for perfection in their own 
state. 


You. are.an. order, a lay sorder, 
but truly and order, “an order in 
the true sense of the word,” as our 
Predecessor Benedict XV of holy 
memory called it (Encycl. Letter 
Sacra Propediem, Jan. 6, 1921). You 
will not be—this should be obvious 
—an assembly of the perfect; but 
you must be a school of christian 
perfection. Without that resolute 
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resolve it is impossible to be a suit- 
able member of so chosen and so 
glorious an army. 


2. YOU MUST BE A SCHOOL OF THE 
TRUE FRANCISCAN SPIRIT. 


While no one harbors any doubts 
about the importance of the Fran- 
ciscan ‘Third Order in the modern 
world, still worthy of note are the 
anxieties which the most zealous 
Franciscans feel about the effective 
vitality of the Third Order both in 
Italy and in other countries: there 
are some who fear that the Third 
Order today does not give the hosts 
of saints and apostles that once it 
provided for the complete service 
of the Church. 

The reasons for such a_pheno- 
menon may perhaps be sought— 
among other things—in a lesser effi- 
cacy of the Franciscan spirit in not a 
few tertiaries, and at times in some 
directors. That is to say, some com- 
plain that matters frequently remain 
too much in the field of theory, 
when in fact, it is not sufficient to 
know the life of the Holy Patriarch 
and to tell it to others, in order to be 
sure of forming oneself, and especial- 
ly others, according to the Franciscan 
outlook and method. If this com- 
plaint were true, it would be neces- 
sary to find a prompt remedy for it. 
Remember that your Third Order 
cannot blossom and give fruit, as 
it did in the eras of its glory, if it 
is not fully imbued with the true 
and genuine Franciscan spirit. 

You know that the spirituality 
of any saint is his particular way of 
picturing God to himself, of speak- 
ing to him, of approaching him, of 
dealing with him. Every saint sees 
the attributes of God in the light 
of what he ponders most, of what 
he penetrates most deeply, of what 
attracts him most and what conquers 
him. For every saint one particular 
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virtue of Christ is the ideal towards 
which he must tend; yet all the 
saints—indeed the whole Church— 
strive to imitate the whole Christ. In 
fact it is because of this that the 
Church is, so to speak, the total 
Christ, and the individual Christians 
—the individual saints—are his mem- 
bers, each more or less perfect. 


There is, then, a Franciscan doc- 
trine in accordance with which God 
is holy, is great, but above all is 
good, indeed the Supreme Good. For 
in this doctrine God is love: he 
lives by love, creates for love, be- 
comes flesh and redeems, that is, he 
saves and sanctifies, for love. 


There is also a Franciscan way of — 
contemplating Jesus: the meeting of 
uncreated Love with created love. 
Similarly, there is a method of lov- 
ing Him and of imitating Him: in 
reality it sees the Man-God, and 
prefers to consider him in his holy 
humanity, because it reveals him 
more clearly and, as it were, allows 
him to be touched. From this arises 
a burning devotion to the Incarna- 
tion and the Passion of Jesus, be- 
cause these (mysteries) allow us to 
see God, not so much in his glory, 
in his omnipotent grandeur, or in 
his eternal triumph, as rather in 
his human love—so tender in the 
manger, so sorrowful on the cross. 


There is, finally, a Franciscan way 
of imitating Jesus. Your Seraphic 
Father searched for and found in 
the Gospel, seemingly opened at 
random, three sayings of the Divine 
Master. The first said: “If thou wilt 
be perfect, go, sell what thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven” (Mt. 
19, 21). The second gave warning: 
“If any one wishes to come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his 
cross, and follow me” (Mt. 16, 24). 
The third, finally: “Carry neither 
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purse, or wallet, nor sandals” (Luke 
10, 4). At that the holy Patriarch 
sick “Iles, see loys @one ewe” 
(Anon-Perus; c: V0rsoll): 


From this arises Franciscan pov- 
erty which flees from luxury and 
which loves the things that give 
less pleasure to the eye and to vanity. 
From this is born Franciscan simpli- 
city which brings the soul to search 
for God directly, following the short 
way, the simple way, that is to say, 
paying less heed to its own disfigure- 
ment and more to the infinite beauty 
of God. From this springs Francis- 
can renunciation, total and contin- 
ual, but without shocks, without vio- 
lence, without regrets—a sweet re- 
nunciation, made for the love of 
Jesus. From this surges that candid 
Franciscan joy, which is not the same 
as noisy gaiety or unseemly laughter, 
but is rather the tranquil smile, full 
of amiable serenity. 


From this, above all, comes that 
universal charity which, because it 
sees everyone and everything in 
God, loves everyone and everything 
in him and for him, and which takes 
delight in everyone and everything 
because it takes delight in God. 
Deus meus et omnia! My God and 
my All! 


The world has need of that Fran- 
ciscan spirit, of that Franciscan w1- 
sion of life. It is your duty, beloved 
children, to know it thoroughly, to 
love it with enthusiasm, and above 
all to live it with the perfection that 
your state of life allows. 


3. A SCHOOL OF FEARLESS AND 


PROMPT ACTION FOR THE BUILD- 
ING UP OF THE BopDy OF CHRIST. 
Your Third Order will be able 
to form a select detachment in the 
peaceful lay army which today, as 
never before, is arrayed in the field 
for the defense and the spread of 
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the kingdom of Christ in the world. 


In the church of St. Damian your 
Seraphic Father heard the voice of 
the Crucified which exhorted him to 
rebuild His house, threatened by 
ruin. To defend the Church, to sup- 
port the Church—that was the yearn- 
ing of Francis of Assisi. Do you 
desire, beloved children, to be 
worthy of your Father and Master? 


Look at the times we live in. They 
are no different, under some aspects, 
from the times that saw the birth 
of the Franciscan Order. We have 
repeatedly warned the world to stop 
in time at the edge of the precipice. 
We have invited men to reflect that 
there is no genuine and lasting salva- 
tion save in Jesus. Again and again 
We have made appeals to all true 
Christians—leaving aside those points 
that separate us—to work fearlessly 
and in concord for the revival and 
spread of the Church. Many have 
answered the call, and many more, 
we are firmly confident, will yet ans- 
wer it. Men are becoming aware that 
for those who stand aloof from 
Christ there is nothing but distress 
and woe. In very many parts of the 
world intense work is being done 
under the guidance of holy pastors. 


To work, then, you too, beloved 
children! Jesus tells you so through 
the mouth of His Vicar, however 
unworthy. Join forces, all; bring aid 
to the world. Support the Church, 
where, though error and evil are 
not wanting—alas!—in some of its 
members, there is nevertheless so 
much heroism, so much holiness. 


With these sentiments, and thank- 
ing you for the many charitable gifts 
with which you have accompanied 
your coming here, in pledge of the 
most abundant heavenly favors We 
impart to you all, to your families 
and to all your work Our Apostolic 
Blessing. S 
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The Triumph of Christ through the Ages 


THE APOSTLES 


A Masterpiece of Spiritual Formation 


Te FOLLOW THE TRIUMPH OF 
Curist over the minds and hearts 
of the Apostles is easier for the 
reader than in the case of the bibli- 
cal figures who have hitherto ap- 
peared in artist Fuehrich’s cyclora- 
ma. Since the average reader is on 
fair terms of acquaintance with the 
Apostles, the writer may pass from 
one Gospel incident to another by 
merely alluding, without the 
lengthier explanations needed on 
Old Testament personages. Those 
readers who have the New ‘Testa- 
ment at their elbows like they have 
their telephone directory will regard 
it a service to see the scriptural 
references added to an incident here 
and there. They can thus fill in de- 
tails on their own. 

The gist of the story of Christ’s 
triumph in the persons of the Apos- 
tles is insinuated in the subtitle 
above. It could read, “Christ the 
educator.” It is enlightening and 
refreshing to discover the educa- 
tive forces of grace which God 
employs when calling men to a mis- 
sion as sublime as that of the Twelve 
—the mission of being the very 
pillars of his universal and everlast- 
ing kingdom. 

Take the matter of their vocation, 
as this term is commonly understood. 


SEPRREMBIER: © (129156 


by MAXIMUS POPPY, O.F.M. 


In the case of the Apostles, Our 
Lord’s method of operation in this 
first stage of their education does 
not differ essentially from the nor- 
mal operation of grace in an ordin- 
ary vocation—to the priesthood, to 
the religious life, or even to wedded 
life. It is a step-by-step process, no 
violent overwhelming of the soul by 
divine power as in the exceptional 
case of the fanatic Saul turned an 
Apostle of Christ. And, strangely 
enough, the first step in the call of 
the Apostles was an exterior grace 
— a casual set of circumstances, a 
chance acquaintance—just as in any- 
body’s vocation yesterday and today. 

For our purpose we may see the 
call to the apostolate proceeding on 
two separate stages. There was a 
preparatory call—the invitation to a 
preferred and closer discipleship 
than that intended for the rank and 
file of Christ’s followers. There is 
no harm in conceiving this first stage 
in the conventional terms of the 
religious life. Let us label it the call 
to postulance and the novitiate. No 
irrevocable earmarking as yet for a 
lifetime profession: that was to come 
later as will be noted in our story. 


Note the seeming casualness of 
Our Lord’s first contact with his 
future Apostles. The first two candi- 
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dates, Andrew and Simon, came to 
Jesus through the instrumentality of 
a third person. Who was it that 
pointed to a passerby and said to 
his audience: “Behold the Lamb of 
Goda. (ins 1, .30)e= ne Evangelist 
continues in the very next verse: 
“And the two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus.” To 
be sure, an impulse of interior grace 
went out with this external grace of 
a chance meeting. Now you will find 
it rewarding reading to follow St. 
John’s account in. the subsequent 
13 verses, and you will get the full 
flavor of the scene. You will discover 
more of this person-to-person contact 
with the recruitment of Philip and 
Nathanael. And that is the most 
likely course by which all the other 
candidates got into the company of 
Christ’s novices—all of this, mind 
you, before his first public miracle 
of Cana. 


Just how long their novitiate 
lasted is unimportant; but this much 
is certain regarding our Lord’s sys- 
tem of educating this elite body to 
the duties of their future career: 
many of our Lord’s miracles and 
private instructions had the Apos- 
tles’ office in view. ‘Take for example 
his miracles on the water: the calm- 
ing of the storm; his walking upon 
the waters and bidding Peter to walk 
out to him; the miraculous draught 
of fishes. All this was designed to 
confirm convictions and virtues 
which they would have to bring into 
play when they shall have become 
“fishers of men.” 


Finally the time came for their 
definitive selection out of the rank 
and file of Jesus’ disciples. From here 
on their status was to be vastly 
higher than that of the preferred 
discipleship they had hitherto en- 
joyed. By this division in the mem- 
bership of his followers Christ set 
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up the hierarchy and laid the foun- 
dation and set the cornerstone of 
his Church. 


You can get the complete story 
at first hand in the Evangelists: Mat- 
thew 10, 1-4; Luke 6, 12-16; Mark 
3, 13-19. Among other things you 
will discover how Our Lord ap- 
proaches this important task by 
prayer. He spent the previous night 
communing with his heavenly 
Father there on the lakeside near 
Capharnaum. This prayer gained for 
the Twelve the needed grace, holi- 
ness, protection, and the fitness 
needed by these rough instruments 
for a mission not to be completed 
until the Church Militant becomes 
the Church Triumphant (Lk. 6, 
12). Once again, on the eve of his 
Passion, Our Lord will spell out 
minutely his highpriestly prayer on 
behalf of his Apostles made to his 
heavenly Father on the eve of the 
Apostles’ call to their sublime office 
(Jn. 17, 9-19). The full import of 
Christ’s prayer in the Upper Room 
cannot be overestimated for appreci- 
ating the role of the Apostles and 
their successors. 


Briefly returning to the thought 
that the vocation of the Twelve to 
the apostolate operates by the same 
laws of grace as does the grace of 
vocation generally. May we not sup- 
pose that when Judas was cited in 
that memorable roll call he did in- 
deed qualify for his destined office? 
And too, may we not assume that 
Christ’s prayer was no less potent in 
his case as it was for his fellow-apos- 
tles for winning all the needed voca- 
tional graces? It was unthinkable 
that Christ did anything futile. But 
then, too, you must not discount the 
terrible and inviolable sacredness of 
man’s free will— something which 
God’s grace indeed supports but 
never overwhelms or displaces. 
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Tus REFLECTION ON THE NORMAL 
operation of the grace of vocation 
suggests a further inquiry into the 
how of Our Lord’s educating the 
Apostles for their particular mission. 

First of all, he provided for the 
training of their minds by frequent 
particularized instructions. Some- 
times he would develop the same 
truth he had set forth for the faith- 
ful in general by giving it a special 
turn or by explaining it in detail 
for their particular benefit. Recall, 
for instance, how the Apostles would 
sometimes ask: “Why dost thou 
speak to them in parables?” (Mt. 
13, 10). Then Our Lord would 
start all over again; repeating the 
text, so to speak, he would follow 
it up with an official commentary: 
“Hear, therefore, the parable of the 
sower = (Mt.e 13,419) 2 

Appealing to their hearts and 
their emotions, Our Lord would 
seize upon a fault or shortcoming 
which they betrayed, to reprove 
them—gently but firmly. There was 
their ambition and hankering for 
preferment (Mt. 20, 25); their pet- 
tiness and jealousies (Lk. 9, 50) ; 
their urge to take revenge for the 
wrongs and slights they encountered 
on their practice missions (Mk. 6, 
ol 

Model educator that he was, Our 
Lord was as much concerned with 
implanting necessary vocational 
virtues as with pruning their faults. 
Thus, he inculcated detachment 
from flesh and blood and temporal 
possessions ( Lk. 14, 26) ; he insinua- 
ted a discreet balance between the 
feverish activity of the apostolate 
and leisure for their own spiritual 
improvement: “Come apart into a 
desert place and rest awhile’ (Mk. 
6, 30). He trained them in the prac- 
tice of frugality and indifference to 
create comforts—even to the point 


266 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


of enduring privations (Mt. 12, 1). 
Most important, however, he insisted 
on patience under persecution, re- 
minding them that the disciple can- 
not expect better treatment than the 
Master: “Behold, I am sending you 
forth like sheep in the midst of 
wolves” (Mt. 10, 16-42). 

All the while, the Good Master 
looked after the temporal needs of 
his students. “And he said to them: 
‘When I sent you forth without 
purse or wallet or sandals, did you 
lack anything?’ And they said ‘Noth- 
ing’ ’’ (Lk. 22, 36). Or, when" they 
were persecuted by the Pharisees, 
he would defend his Apostles. (Mk. 
2, 16) ; even as late as in the Garden 
of Gethsemane: “If, therefore, you 
seek me, let these go their way” (Jn. 
Robs fel he 

A triumph of grace, indeed! 


B RIEF AS IT IS, THAT LAST REFLEC- 
TION brings us back to artist 
Fuehrich’s portrayal of the Apostles, 
each with an identifying symbol. 
The reader may, at first glance, have 
wondered what it is all about. 

In deference to the Princes of the 
Apostles leading this noble proces- 
sion, let us take note of them first. 
Each holds in one hand a book to 
mark them as the sacred writers; in 
the other, St. Peter is seen with the 
keys of the kingdom, while St. Paul 
leans on the sword by which he 
gave his life for what he believed 
and preached. As for the other Apos- 
tles, the sketchiest reference to the 
theatre of their apostolic labors and 
the mode of their death will tell 
you what the artist wants to say. 
Take one group after the other, 
starting from the left. 

There is Bartholomew, the 
Nathanael of St. John’s Gospel (1, 
45) who was introduced to Jesus 
by his friend Philip. Armenia was 
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his final field of labor, and the scal- 
pel he holds is the symbol of his 
martyrdom; he was flayed alive. 
Next to him St. Matthew holds in 
one hand the book of the Gospel 
bearing his name; in the other you 
see the merest allusion to a toll 
gate to indicate his profession as a 
tax collector before Jesus called him. 
ies anitd) ine the -proup—is-. St. 
Thomas we know so well. From 
earliest times, tradition has it that 
India was his portion in the Lord’s 
vineyard. In fact, a Nestorian Sect 
in Malabar, called the Thomas 
Christians, survive to uphold the tra- 
dition. The lance tells you how he 
was rewarded for his service to his 
Master. One of the Church Fathers 
tells us that strictly speaking we are 
obliged to Thomas for approaching 
Our Lord’s Resurrection with his 
doubts, and thus precluding ours. 


In the next group of three we find 
Saints Philip, Andrew and James, 
surnamed the Lesser, to distinguish 
him from his elder namesake—the 
one you see holding his staff with 
both hands. Little is known of St. 
Philip’s later missionary labors ex- 
cept for his sojourn in Phrygia. This 
is partly due to the fact that he is 
frequently confused with the deacon 
Philip who appears several times in 
the Acts of the Apostles. St. Andrew 
is seen between the beams of a bulky 
cross on which, like St. Peter, he was 
deemed worthy to give his life for 
his Master. The artist portrays the 
cross X-wise, a mode of fashioning 
the cross now termed St. Andrew 
cross. The Apostle is venerated al- 
most as a national patron among as 
diversified and as distant peoples as 
those of Greece, Scotland and Rus- 
sia. Remember this, come November 
30, when his feast is observed. 


James the lesser, who was a distant 
relative of Our Lord (Gal. 2, 9), 
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was bishop of Jerusalem for many 
a year after St. Peter’s departure 
from the-Holy City. The first 
Church Council in Jerusalem was 
held under his presidency (Acts 15, 
13). Although a Christian and the 
head of the minority in that center 
of Judaism, St. James enjoyed uni- 
versal popularity by the sheer force 
of his personal holiness. But even- 
tually, the enemies of Christ con- 
trived his death, casting him head- 
long from the pinnacle of the 
Temple. 


James the Elder, brother of St. 
John, from earliest times has been 
venerated throughout Christendom 
in Compostella, Spain, where his 
relics are enshrined. St. Thaddeus, 
also called Judas ‘Thaddeus or sim- 
ply Jude, is another of the sacred 
writers, as the symbol in his hand 
tells you. He wrote a short epistle 
in which he warned his fellow-con- 
verts from Judaism against erron- 
eous doctrines and loose moral teach- 
ings. The instrument of the martyr’s 
death —a fuller’s flail — portrays his 
glorious end; he was beaten to death. 


St. John, apart from his other 
apostolic services to the Church of 
God, has left a rich legacy of sacred 
writings: there is his Gospel, three 
epistles and the mystery-laden Apo- 
colypse. As for his portrayal in our 
picture, we note a chalice with the 
serpent emerging. He alone of the 
Apostles died a natural death at a 
very advanced age; but legend has it 
that some disgruntled disciples of 
his had designs on his life by at- 
tempting to poison him. Then, there 
is the St. Simon whose feast is ob- 
served on October 28, along with 
St. Jude. He too carries a surname, 
Zelotes or the zealous one. Persia was 
the field of his labors and the scene 
of his eventual martyrdom. Finally, 

(See page 288) 
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——At the Feet of Holy Church—; 


Christ in the Seraphic Order 
Cuthbert Gumbinger O.F.M. Cap. 


A CHARACTERISTIC NOTE OF THE 
orders founded by St. Francis is 
their love for the vicar of Christ and 
consequently their filial obedience to 
him. In this they differ from the 
heretics of all times. In the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries the Albigensi- 
ans and Waldensians devastated the 
Church of God by drawing men from 
allegiance to the pope, and by teach- 
ing other false doctrines which brought 
many souls to ruin. It was especially 
the Dominicans and the Franciscans 
who conquered those heresies by the 
true Catholic faith, their ardent love 
for the vicar of Christ, their childlike 
obedience to him and to other prelates, 
and their tireless preaching. St. Domi- 
nic and St. Anthony of Padua are out- 
standing in preaching against the 
heresies of the times; and they inspired 
their followers to do the same. Heaven 
alone knows how many souls were 
saved for the Catholic Church and 
for Heaven by the friars’ love for 
Catholic doctrine and their allegiance 
to the pope! 


Christ in the Church 


Francis’ love and reverence for the 
pope flowed from his love for Christ. 
From the Gospel Francis learned that 
Christ entrusted the care of entire 
Church to St. Peter and his successors 
for all time. Christ lives in his Church, 
his Mystical Body. But in a special 
manner he lives, rules, sanctifies and 
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judges mankind through his vicar, the 
Bishop of Rome, the successor of St. 
Peter. Francis also saw Christ in all 
bishops and all priests. From all this 
we see why he tells us in the very first 
chapter of the Rule of the Friars 
Minor: “Brother Francis promises 
obedience and reverence to the Lord 
Pope Honorius and his successors can- 
onically entering office, and to the 
Roman Church. And let the rest of 
the brothers be bound to obey Brother 
Francis and his successors” (Words, n. 
248). In his Testament St. Francis 
writes: “After that the Lord gave and 
gives me so much faith in priests that 
live subject to the law of the holy Ro- 
man Church, by reason of their Or- 
ders, that even if they were to perse- 
cute me I will take recourse to them. 
And if I had as much wisdom as Solo- 
mon had, and were to come upon 
poorly-off priests out in the world, it 
is my will to love and honor them and 
all others as my masters; and I will 
not regard sin in them, because I dis- 
cern the Son of God in them and they 
are my masters” (Words, n. 282a). 


The Rule, the Testament and the 
entire life of Francis shows him sub- 
missive to the pope, bishops and priests 
for the sake of Christ whom he saw 
in them. Francis inculcated this into 
his followers of the three Orders not 
only by the Rules, but also by his 
words and example. The friars obeyed 
and imitated Francis in this matter, 
and thus set the pace not only for the 
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Poor Clares and the vast throngs in 
the Third Order, but for the Catholic 
- world in general. Had it been other- 
wise, the Franciscan movement per- 
haps could have become the greatest 
heretical sect the Church had ever 
known! To his friars Francis said: “If 
you are the children of peace, you will 
gain over both the clergy and the peo- 
ple, and this will be more acceptable 
to God than if the people only were 
gained and the clergy scandalized” 
(Celano 11, 246). 


Reverence for Christ’s Clergy 


Francis honored the bishops, and 
ordered that his friars should not 
preach in any diocese without episco- 
pal permission. Nor were they allowed 
to open houses of the Order before 
having permission of the respective 
bishops. From the day that Francis 
had recourse to the Bishop of Assisi, 
and gave his clothes back to his own 
father, to the day of his death, he hon- 
ored and loved all bishops. He said: 
“The Lord has called us for the help 
of his faithful people, of the clergy 
and prelates of the Holy Roman 
Church. Hence by all means in our 
power we should always love, honor 
and reverence them. Hence we are 
called Friars Minor and should set an 
example of humility to all men” 
(spec.: Pert. c-10). 

Francis’ reverence for and obedi- 
ence to the pope and the Holy See in 
general was an example to his times, 
and is an example for all times. They 
who claim Francis is a forerunner of 
Protestantism simply have not read his 
life, nor the documents he has left us! 
When he saw the number of his breth- 
ren increasing he said that they must 
go to the pope “so that we may con- 
tinue what has been begun with the 
approval and the command of the 
Apostolic See” (Three Companions, n. 
46). 
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When Pope Innocent III received 
the little band of friars he saw at 
once that Francis was truly the holy 
man of God whom he had seen in a 
dream supporting the tottering Lat- 
eran Basilica, Rome’s cathedral. The 
Holy Father embraced Francis, ap- 
proved his simple rule based on the 
Gospel, and permitted him and his 
brethren to preach penance every- 
where. Francis and _ his followers 
vowed obedience to the pope, and 
from that day on not only Innocent 
but all his successors have ever seen 
the Franciscan Order support the 
Apostolic See by their love and obedi- 
ence—a grand example to the whole 
world! 

Francis also honored the Roman 
Court. Among his friends were the 
most influential Cardinals, especially 
John of St. Paul and Hugolino, who 
later became Gregory IX. Francis 
asked and obtained a Cardinal Pro- 
tector for his Order, and commanded 
in his Rule that the friars should al- 
ways have one “who shall be the Lord, 
and Protector and Corrector of this 
Fraternity so that being always sub- 
ject and submissive at the feet of the 
same Holy Roman Church, and stead- 
fast in the Catholic Faith, we may 
observe poverty and humility and the 
Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as we have faithfully promised.” Here 
we see the motto of Francis and his 
Orders—“To be subject and submis- 
sive at the feet of the Holy Roman 
Church.” The life of his Orders 
should be entirely “Catholic.” The 
preaching and the Divine Office 
should be after the manner of the Ro- 
man Church. Even the “Our Fathers” 
of the lay brothers and the Third Or- 
der members had been prescribed by 
Rome for the Knights Templars in 
1128; hence Francis also adopted this 
“Roman” practice. 

“We find Francis to be personified 
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loyalty to the Church. To believe with 
the Church, to pray, to live, to work, 
to think, to feel with the Church— 
sentire cum Ecclesia —is for him an 
axiom as self-evident as the axiom to 
follow in all things the Holy Gospel. 
... In no other Founder of a Religious 
Institute before him—and they were 
all loyal to the traditions of the Church 
—do we find the truly Catholic sense 
so fully developed and so charmingly, 
yet so strongly and frequently ex- 
pressed, as in the Patriarch of Assisi” 
(Felder, The Ideals of St. Francis, 
chap. IV). The Church recognizes 
all these facts when in the liturgy she 
calls Francis “the man entirely Cath- 
olic and Apostolic.” 


Loyalty of Third Order 


From Francis and his friars the 
Third Order learned the same sub- 
mission to the Roman Court and the 
same obedience to the popes. Founded 
on this obedience and on the gospel, 
the entire Franciscan movement was 
a boon to the Church of God. The 
Tertiaries have a glorious history in 
this matter as well as the First and 
Second Franciscan Orders. Pope Leo 
XIII wrote: 


“The members of the Third Order 
proved their loyalty and dauntless 
mettle in the defense of the holy faith; 
and if for their merits they incurred 
great enmity at the hands of the evil- 
minded, they never lacked the ap- 
proval of the wise and good, which 
approval after all is the most cred- 
itable and alone desirable. Yes, Greg- 
ory IX, Our Predecessor, publicly 
commending their loyalty and cour- 
age, did not hesitate to shield them 
with his authority and to distinguish 
them with the honorable title of sol- 
diers of Christ and New Maccabees. 
Nor was it empty praise. The Order 
formed a solid bulwark of public 
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safety. Keeping in view the virtues 
and precepts of their Founder, the 
members did their utmost to resusci- 
tate in society the glorious fruits of 
Christian morality. Domestic 
peace and public tranquillity, integrity 
of life and kindliness, the right use 
and management of property — the 
best foundations of civilization and 
security—spring from the Third Or- 
der of St. Francis as from their root, 
and it is to Francis that Europe is 
largely indebted for the preservation 
of these blessings” (Auspicato, 1882). 


Popes St. Pius X, Benedict XV and 
Pius XI have echoed the same praises 
of Francis and the Third Order and 
have urged with Leo XIII that Cath- 
olics become tertiaries and give the 
world once again the example of the 
tertiaries of the thirteenth century. 
St. Pius X in speaking of tertiary love 
for the pope, publicly recalled in his 
Letter “Sodalium e Tertio Ordine” 
(1909) the loyalty the  tertiaries 
showed him the year before, on the 
occasion of his Golden Sacerdotal 
Jubilee. 


Pope Pius XI wrote in 1926: “We 
see how the seraphic man (Francis) 
by a vow of obedience freely and com- 
pletely submitted and committeed to 
the Vicar of Christ the freedom of his 
will... . How badly they are mistaken 

. . who to suit their theories . . . have 
construed a Francis—it is scarcely be- 
lievable—who chafed under ecclesias- 
tical discipline while he bothered not 
at all about the teachings of the Faith. 
... Let this Herald of the Great King, 
by his wonderful example, teach all 
our Catholics and non-Catholics alike 
how closely he cleaved to the hierarchy 
of the Church, to the Apostolic See, 
and to the teachings of Christ” (Rite 
ex piatis). 


Only good and sincere Catholics 
can be Franciscan in any one of the 
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three Orders. Francis laid down this 
principle in his Rule. We must have 
the true faith and be obedient to the 
Roman Pontiff. All of us Franciscans 
should be alive to’the interests of the 
pope and the whole Church. We 
should know well the teachings and 
directives of the modern popes. In 
this line it is good to have study clubs 
for tertiaries on the papal encyclicals 
especially on the Mystical Body of 
Christ and the Sacred Liturgy (1943 
and 1947). Every now and then we 
meet schismatics calling themselves 
“Catholic.” Pope Pius XII teaches 
us clearly in his encyclical on the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ that to be Cath- 


olic we must be baptized, believe the. 


full Catholic faith, and share the 
Church’s Sacraments, be subject to the 
pope and the bishops, and not be ex- 
communicated. ‘These characteristics 
must be present together — otherwise 
we are not Catholics! 

The Rule of the Third Order says: 
“They should above all . . . be of tried 


obedience to the Roman Church and 
the Apostolic See.” Tertiaries must be 
valiant children of the Church eager 
to take up her interests and defend 
her everywhere. The Roman See 
knows that Franciscans and Francis- 
can tertiaries were always the first to 
defend her and to fight for her rights. 
Thus St. Rose of Viterbo, tertiary, 
though very young, preached in Viter- 
bo that the city return to the pope and 
relinquish Frederick II. She and her 
parents were banished. At Soriano she 
preached in the same way and foretold 
the coming death of the Emperor. 
What a shining example is this girl of 
sixteen to all of us in loyalty to the 
Church and the Holy Father! 


The more we friars are filled with 
this loyalty to the Church and rever- 
ence to the pope and all other bishops 
and priests, the more we will inspire 
others with a like love and obedience. 
To be a Franciscan at all, is to be 
loyal to Peter, to be “wholly Catholic 
and wholly apostolic.” @ 


EDITORIAL (Continued) 


The Franciscan theology of love and imitation of the poor Christ gives 
birth to the Franciscan poverty that is anxiously willing to strip off every- 


thing in the service of the poor Christ . . 


. every soul-hindering and 


hampering failing or soul surrounding obstacle. With love and poverty 


comes joy, and with joy, peace. 


That is the “Franciscan vision of life.’ This, the Holy Father says, 
is not gotten by learning a few facts about the life of St. Francis: “It 
is not sufficient to know the life of the Holy Patriarch and to tell it to 


others, in order to be sure of forming oneself . . 


.” Nor, he says, should 


Third Order action “remain too much in the field of theory.” But ter- 
tiaries (and directors, he hints) need proper formation in the ‘‘Fran- 


ciscan outlook and method.” 


He then outlines such a course of action and education according to 
the Franciscan outlook and method which will ensure the proper spirit. 


“The world has need of that Franciscan spirit, of that Franciscan vision 


of life.” 
Finally then: “To work beloved children! Jesus tells you so through 
the mouth of His Vicar, however unworthy.” e 
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"Blessed are those who suffer persecution for Justice’ sake 
for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven." 


The Master and the Servant 


by DONATUS GRUNLOH, O.F.M. 


i es PRESENT BEATITUDE REACHES to 
the crowning glory and the peak of 
the spiritual life. Some have called 
this the beatitude of the martyrs, be- 
cause the “kingdom of Heaven” is 
the only sufficient reason for endur- 
ing the sufferings and the cruel 
death of a martyr. We cannot, how- 
ever, limit the beatitude only to 
martyrs because Christ was address- 
ing the multitude in the Sermon on 
the Mount; martyrs who actually 
give their blood for the faith are not 
alone in suffering for justice’ sake. 
In the other beatitudes. Our Lord 
declares blessed those who practice 
certain virtues—the poor, meek, 
clean of heart, just and merciful. 
These are all virtues which the 
world knows little or nothing about 
and hence is not very tolerent to 
those who practice them. Opposition 
follows. 


This very opposition to those who 
practice virtue is what Our Lord 
meant when he said, “Blessed are 
those who suffer persecution for jus- 
tice’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of Heaven.” In general we may say 
that “persecution” means to endure 
suffering for a wrong done or said. 
But it also includes the idea that 
the punishment suffered is inflicted 
unjustly, without sufficient cause. 


Christ does not, however, promise 
happiness as a reward for any and 
all suffering. The key phrase in the 
beatitude gives the reason for the 
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reward—‘‘for justice’ sake.” The per- 
secution that will merit the kingdom 
of Heaven must be endured for the 
sake of Christ, or for the sake of the 
Christian life. A gangster may be 
persecuted by his buddies because he 
mufts a robbery or because he does 
not split the loot properly. But you 
could hardly say that he will merit 
the kingdom of Heaven thereby. 


Why Suffering and Reward 


A thinking man wants a reason 
for what happens to him. He asks 
why God permits suffering, and 
above all, why so much of it for 
those who are His friends. It is not 
for us to say. We must, however, 
agree that he is fair about it all and 
has a good reason for allowing suf- 
fering, even though the reason may 
not be obvious. It is only fair that 
those who expect to profit by the 
suffering of Christ should also be 
willing to share with him some of 
the bitterness of the Cross. Besides, 
we are guilty, but Christ was in- 
nocent. Then too it would be a very 
poor token of our love for God if 
we were willing to serve him only 
in times of good fortune and pros- 
perity and “object” when reverses 
come our way. Or is this earth a final 
accounting place? Our Lord often 
leads us through trial, perhaps even 
death, only that we might enter into 
final triumph. Time passes; the eter- 
nity ahead endures. So powerful is 
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God that even from evil he can draw 
good. The blood of martyrs has al- 
ways been the seen of new Chris- 
tians. And many a convert has been 
brought into the faith only because a 
reviler has drawn attention to it 
when otherwise it would have re- 
mained unknown. 


Soldiers who give their lives or 
limbs for their country receive the 
special honor of their country. 
Christ too promises a special reward 
for those who suffer for his kingdom, 
the kingdom of Heaven: “Blessed 
are those who suffer persecution for 
justice’s sake for theirs is the king- 
dom of Heaven.” They not only 
receive the honor of the kingdom, 
but the kingdom itself. As if He 
were to say, “Can you endure with 
Me a while in these trials?’ Do so, 
and I will make you a prince in 
Heaven.” He enlarges on this bea- 
titude; it is the only one of the 
eight that Christ Himself explained: 
“Blessed are you when they shall 
speak all that is evil against you wn- 
justly, for my sake. Be glad and re- 
joice for your reward is very great in 
Heaven.” The true, loving follower 
of Christ needs no further reason for 
suffering. 


Master and Servant 


Christ had already suffered perse- 
cution when he stated the beati- 
tudes. Much more was to come. As 
an Infant he had to flee the sword 
of a blood-thirsty Herod. As a man 
He was to die on the Cross for His 
way of life. In between these two 
events was sandwiched a life of per- 
secution and opposition. “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things...” 


From the hands of His enemies, the. 


Scribes and’ Pharisees, he suffered 
many things. Thus Christ was able 
to issue a most solemn warning to 
his followers at the end of his life, 
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words that every Christian ought to 
engrave deeply on his heart: “If the 
world hates you, know that it has 
hated Me first. If you were of this 
world, the world would love what 
is its own. But because you are not 
of the world, therefore the world 
hates you. Remember the word that 
I have spoken to you. No servant 
is greater than his master. If they 
have persecuted Me, they will perse- 
cute you also.” 

St. Francis, one of the most per. 
fect followers of Christ expected per- 


-secution. From the very beginning 


of his conversion he met with op- 
position. His father disowned him; 
his former friends (good-weather 
friends that they were) pelted him 
with mud and stones, and hurled 
insults at him. Francis winced. He 
wasn’t ready to face that. Being a 
beggar, as he practised in Rome, 
seemed easy in comparison. Repug- 
nance for lepers and caring for them 
came easier. Luxury and ease, fine 
food and clothes, a nice home could 
be given up. But to be ridiculed and 
laughed at...¥Francis ran! He hid 
in a cave. But there, in voluntary 
confinement, he learned how to face 
persecution from prayer and medita- 
tion on the Passion of Christ. Now 
he was ready. He could even take 
being disowned by his father. And 
even with the order well established 
Francis did not escape opposition. 
He lived to see Brother Elias in- 
troduce innovations that side- 
stepped the original ideal of poverty. 
And so often the friars were mis- 
taken for heretics of the time who 
posed as loyal Catholics also follow- 
ing the Gospel counsels, especially 
that of poverty. 


Francis’ Followers 


“They are to have humility, pa- 
tience in persecution and infirmity 
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and to love those who _ persecute 
and accuse them, for Our~ Lord 
Jesus, whose footsteps we ought to 
follow, called his betrayed ‘friend’ 
and offered himself willingly to his 
crucifiers. All those who inflict upon 
us tribulations and anguishes, 
shames and injuries, sorrows and 
torments, martyrdom and death are 
our friends whom we ought to love 
much, because we gain eternal life 
by that which they make us suffer.” 


These words of St. Francis give 
us a clear insight into his ideas on 


suffering persecution. And it leaves ~ 


little doubt about what is expected 
of us. The Franciscan way of life 
is at odds with the world. And any- 
one who wishes follow that way, 
whether in the First, Second, or 
Third Order, must expect opposi- 
tion from the world, and even some 
so-called Catholics. They are the 
compromising kind who bask in the 
sunny side of the Gospel, but are 
blind to the sterner truths of self- 
denial, sacrifice, and patience in 
suffering. They are willing to swim 
with the tide of the world but have 
no strength at ebb-tide. The harder 
truths of doctrine and morals are 
watered down. And they cannot see 
how any right-minded person can 
joyfully and gladly embrace the 
Cross of Christ. 


Not so however with the tertiary 
follower of Christ. No compromise, 
no watering down of doctrine and 
morals for him. By his very profes- 
sion he must be different. The vota- 
ries of the world want their pleasure 
and lots of it. Their motto is: Eat, 
drink and be merry for tomorrow 
we die. In answer to this the tertiary 
at his reception asks for “the habit 
of the Third Order of Penance” that 
he might the more easily obtain sal- 
vation. And at profession he pro- 
mises to observe the commandments 


of God, the precepts of the Church 
and the rule of the Third Order all 
the days of his life. 

All of this is in direct opposition 
to the spirit of the world. To the 
world’s pleasure-seeking the tertiary 
opposes the Rule of Moderation in 
money, clothes, food, drink, recrea- 
tion, theatre and dances. Not that 
the tertiary thinks these are all bad 
in themselves. They are good in 
themselves, but they must be used 
according to the dictates of common 
sense, as a means to an end and not 
as an end in themselves. Sure he 
will be labelled as a “prude” and 
“old-fashioned” for observing his 
rule. That he must anticipate. Christ 
was “out of date” at his time too. 
The tertiary is expected to bear all 
this “persecution” in the spirit of 
St. Francis, joyfully and patiently. 
Only thus will the Third Order be 
an answer to the world’s problems: 
Each individual tertiary must live 
up to his resolutions and promises 
that he makes on the day of his 
profession. 

St. Francis was able to bear the 
opposition of his day only after he 
had spent many long hours in medi- 
tation before the crucifix. He had 
followed, in spirit, his Divine Master 
to Calvary’s heights. We, his fol- 
lowers, will learn the same lesson 
of joyful suffering if, like Francis, 
we spend much time in prayer and 
meditation on the Passion of Christ. 

From the Cross Francis learned 
perseverance. For this perseverance 
men have followed him for seven 
centuries. And yet this is not his 
great reward; his real reward is 
Almighty God Himself. That too is 
the same reward promised us, if we 


‘suffer persecution for the sake of 


Christ: Blessed are those who suffer 
persecution for justice’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
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Imitation of St. Francis 


4 he BE TRULY POOR ACCORDING to 

the example of Christ, Francis 
wished also to embrace humility, 
the companion of poverty. ‘This love 
of “being little’ is included in true 
and genuine poverty. It is the foun- 
dation as well as the fruit of poverty. 
Francis mentions poverty and humi- 
lity in the same breath. He considers 
a union of the two as the cornerstone 
of his orders. 


A Warning On many occasions 

Francis warned his fol- 
lowers against vain glory and pride. 
“Tf you were as subtle and wise as 
to possess all knowledge and explain 
any kind of language and penetrate 
keenly into the mysteries of heaven, 
you could not glory in any of it since 
any demon once knew more.” 

“If you were more handsome or 
wealthy than anybody and even if 
you could perform marvel enough to 
put the demons to flight, all such 
things are on the debit side and in 
no way belong to you and you have 
no right whatever to take pride in 
them.” 


Source ‘The source of Franciscan 

humility is the Gospel. 
Whenever Francis exhorts his fol- 
lowers to the practice of humility, 
he refers to the example of Christ 
as recorded in the Gospels—“I am a 
worm and no man.” Since that is 
the model set before us, Francis 
constantly urged that we never desire 
to be above others but seek rather 
to be servants and subjects to others 
for the sake of God. Scarcely had 
he gathered his first followers about 
him when he charged them to minis- 
ter to the lepers. They were to be 
thus exercised in humility. 
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ST. FRANCIS AND HUMILITY 


Albert Nimeth, O.F.M. 


Pace-setter Francis did more 
than merely talk 
about humility. He endeavoured to 
be humble himself, to be the low- 
liest and the least of all. This was 
contrary to the spirit of the times— 
a time marked by social unrest and 
a mad scramble for honors and fame. 
The princes despised the lower nobi- 
lity, the lower nobility despised the 
peasants, the peasants despised the 
serfs. 
Change of Pace After his “conver- 
sion” Francis re- 
joiced in the mockery and the jibes 
of the townfolks. He gloried in being 
the laughing stock of all, in casting 
his lot with the poor and the des- 
pised. In order to avoid the mere 
appearance of grandeur he would 
not tarry at the palaces of the great 
even if they were prelates of the 
Church. The greatest charm of his 
love for littleness was a deep rev- 
erence and respect for others. “He 
was considerate of all men; he ac- 
commodated himself to the way of 
all. Among saints he was the greatest 
Saint among sinners he was one of 
them.” 
Our Need Humility is an impor- 
tant virtue in the spiri- 
tual life of a tertiary. Essentially it 
consists of a “declaration of depen- 
dence upon almighty God.” It is liv- 
ing out the saying of St. Paul, “What 
have I that I have not received and 
if I have received, why do I glory 
as if I have not received.” Every- 
thing we have and everything we 
are comes from the hand of God. To 
him all should be returned. Humili- 
ty means admitting the truth about 
ourselves and then living according 
to it. 
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Effective 


Lives 


by 

PHILIP MARQUARD, O.F.M. 
Conferences on 

Franciscan Virtues 


and the spirit of St. Francis 


HE SECONDARY OBJECTIVE OF ter- 

tiaries is to give a good example. 
St. Francis was insistent on the vital 
importance of setting an inspiring 
example. Hence as a tertiary you 
have a duty to God and also a duty 
to St. Francis to regard good ex- 
ample as a true apostolate. 
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ay ADO TO GOD 


Good example is a duty you first 
of all owe to God. What after all 
does good example consist in but 
in keeping the commandments of 
God and of the Church? You can- 
not observe the commandments un- 
der all circumstances without being 
noticed, and you cannot neglect 
them without being observed. You 
cannot think right, speak right, and 
act right without making an im- 
pression on your neighbor. If, then, 
as a tertiary you are pledged to ob- 
serve the commandments of God and 
the Church in a special manner, you 
are at once pledged to give a good 
example. Besides, the words of 
Christ to his apostles also apply to 
you: “You are the salt of the earth; 
but if the salt loses its strength, what 
shall it be salted with? (Mt. 5, 13) 


Do you recall hearing of the 
famous ‘Turkish sultan, Saladin? He 
was very likely the greatest sultan 
of the Turks and left behind him 
many accomplishments of valor. But 
he is particularly known for the part 
he played in the wars against the 
Crusaders. Then it was said of him, 
a pagan Turk, mind you, that he 
was the outstanding Christian in the 
Orient. 


Rather strange, is it not? Of all 
the Christian Crusaders a pagan 
should be called the foremost or the 
best Christian. Why? Simply because 
he actually practised many of the 
Christian virtues left forsaken by the 
Christians. 


To cite but two examples. King 
Richard the Lion Hearted had de- 
feated Saladin’s army and peace ne- 
gotiations were made. But unfor- 
tunately the day fixed for the ex- 
change of the prisoners arrived 
before Saladin was able to procure 
the entire ransom promised. King 
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Richard with the most brutal cruelty 
slaughtered 2700 prisoners in one 
day. When the Turks heard this, 
they demanded that Saladin kill all 
the Christian prisoners. Saladin mag- 
nanimously refused. He would prac- 
tice virtue even though King 
Richard’s horse was killed and the 
king was thrown to the ground. Sala- 
din was quick to notice it, and or- 
dered that one of his best horses be 
presented to the Christian king. But 
Richard was suspicious and feared 
some trickery. He very curtly sent 
the horse back, which grieved the 
noble-minded Saladin. 


It was such charitable and con- 
siderate conduct as this that Saladin 
evinced on many occasions. The 
point is that he gave the example 
of Christian virtues, whereas the 
Christians, who should have, did 
not. He may not have been a saint 
or a hero, as one historian says, but 
it cannot be denied that his temper 
was less fierce and his language more 
generous than that of the Christians 
who under Godfrey and others had 
deluged the city with blood. He had 
no wish, he said, so to defile a place 
held sacred by both Moslems and 
Christians. 

No wonder the Crusades were so 
ineffective. The old maxim: “Words 
move, but example draws,” is still 
so true. Take for instance, the con- 
duct of St. Clement Hofbauer. In a 
public restaurant he asked for an 
alms. What he received was spittle 
in his face. Calmly he said: “That 
is for me. Now kindly give me an 
alms for the poor.” His example el- 
ectrified all present. It is Christian 
conduct like his which is so neces- 
sary. 

You must not say: I am not my 
brother’s keeper. It was a murderer 
who first said that. Christ expressly 
commanded: “Let your light shine 
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before men, in order that they may 
see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven” (Mt. 5, 
16) . 

The world expects a good example 
from a professed believer in Christ. 
You must beware of the trait of 
falsity. Things should be what they 
seem. You must not be a ravenous 
wolf in sheep’s clothing. You are to 
be a sheep through and through by 
your proven example. 

There is great danger of self-de- 
ception in your Christian way of life. 
Mere pious talk and a devout ap- 
pearance can cloth a wolf or even 
a devil. External practice and in- 
terior spirit must be in harmony. 
Catholicism falls into disrepute be- 
cause of the odd Catholics who go to 
Holy Mass and make novenas and 
apparently confess their sins without 
in the least becoming less slanderous 
and malicious and deceitful and sel- 
fish and sensual. Such peculiar char- 
acters have clearly forgotten the dif- 
ference between practice and spirit, 
between what a man visibly does and 
what he invisibly is. You can wear a 
Catholic suit or dress, but they only 
cover the heart without ever touch- 
ing it. 

As you go about your duties each 
day and perform good works, it is 
well to occasionally imagine Christ 
standing before you and addressing 
to you the simple, deep question 
of Lear to Cordelia: “But goes thy 
heart with this?” i 


2. DUTY TO FRANCIS 

Your fulfillment of good example 
is likewise a duty to St. Francis. He 
put this special precept in your 
Third Order rule, and you have 
made public avowal to live it. The 
rule reads: “In their daily lives ter- 
tiaries should strive to lead others by 
their example. This good example 
consists in the performance, always 
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and everywhere, whether in public 
or in private, your duties, especially 
those of your own state in life. St. 
Francis pronounced a curse on those 
followers of his who by their bad 
example tear down and bring to 
ruin what God built up through his 
faithful followers. 

Blessed Contardo Ferrini, a mod- 
ern tertiary of Italy, knew that St. 
Francis expected him to give a good 
example. Contardo’s mother was a 
difficult person to live with. But he 
did not complain, curse, and tell 
everybody about her. Instead every- 
one had to admire him for his ex- 
ample of patience and charity with 
her almost impossible traits. When 
questioned about his cheerfulness 
despite his domestic troubles he re- 
plied: “Our smiles are acts of hero- 
ism, the very pitch of unselfishness, 
a marvelous act of faith.’’ Indeed his 
example was an act of faith. 


It is this type of an example that 
you too can give. How can you 
imagine that your example is of 
little concern to others? You might 
be tempted to say: “Who will ob- 
serve the example which I give? No 
one troubles about me.” 


But you are wrong. There are 
many who trouble about you. Only 
on judgment day will you know 
how many of your examples have 
led to or led away from God. 


If your example is to win a happy 
result, remember that giving a good 
example does not mean forcing your 
way of living upon others, trying 
to insist that they must think and 
act as you do. No. Good example 
consists in doing your simple duty 
in your unassuming way, without 
an effort to draw attention, much 
less the praise of others upon your- 
self. You must rather make an 
honest effort to conceal the good you 
do, that you may do it all the more 
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sincerely for God alone. When you 
act in this way, you are bound to 
give edification. 


You also must avoid the grave 
mistake of believing that you would 
surely serve God more faithfully and 
give a better example in another 
state of life than the one in which 
you are at present. ‘The average man 
and unimportant person think they 
could lead a more exemplary life 
if they were better provided for or 
occupied a more prominent posi- 
tion; married people think they 
could serve God better if they had 
not married and vice versa. St. Paul 
warns you against such thoughts: 
“Art thou bound to a wife? Do not 
seek to be freed. Art thou freed from 
a wife? Do not seek a wife’ (1 Cor. 
7, 27). And the Holy Spirit assures 
us that “God made the little and 
the great, and he hath equally care 
of all” (Wis. 6, 8). He gives you 
all the graces you need, and even 
more. 

St. Francis put much more stock 
in his example than in his words. 
It was his main concern to transform 
himself internally and quite extern- 
ally into Christ. He thought more 
of the sermon he preached by quietly 
and cheerfully going through the 
streets of the village rather than the 
sermons in which he held his hearers 
spellbound. He knew that his ex- 
ample more than his word would 
awaken in the beholders esteem and 
love for the virtue they beheld ex- 
emplified before their eyes. Example, 
he realized, encouraged them to 
practice a virtue which until then 
appeared too difficult to perform. 


Ask St. Francis to inspire you to 
always give a good example that 
your life like Christ’s might be 
summed up in the simple but effec- 
tive words: “He went about doing 
good.” ® 
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LE DISCUSSION, 
GUIDES 


TEXT: "Take heed and guard yourselves from all covetousness, for a man's life 


does not consist in the abundance of possession" (Lk. 12, 15). 


"We ought to have no greater use and regard for money and coin than for 


stones, and the Devil is set to blind those who crave it or value it more than 


stones’ (Words, 283n). 


SUBJECT: SERVE OTHERS IN OUR WORK. * DETACHMENT FROM MONEY. 


1. When we seek a job what is uppermost in our minds? 

2. Do we ever think in terms of detachment advocated by Francis and 
Christ? 

3. In choosing a position do you ever think of how much service you 
can be to others? 

4. For example would you consider working in a hospital even though 
it paid less? Why? 

5. Can the work you are doing help others? 

TEXT: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of 
God" (Mt. 5, 9). 


"For we have been called for the purpose of healing the wounded, binding 


up those who are bruised and reclaiming the erring. Many a person may 


seem to us a child of the devil that will one day be a disciple of Christ’ 
(Words, 211). 


SUBJECT: WAYS TO PRESERVE THE PEACE. 


i 


2 


Are we sometimes obliged to keep silent to preserve the peace? 


Our rule requires us to visit sick members. Is there an opportunity 
“to bind up those who are bruised” in spirit? 

Francis warned us to “judge not.’ Do you think teenagers are prone 
to judge quickly? 

What relationship do these three areas have with one another in 


our lives? 
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A Page for 
Third Order Youth 


Labora 
in the 
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N O SAINT EVER GOT TO HEAVEN by 

praying but every saint got there 
by living a prayer. By the very fact 
that God has created us, we know 
that we are under orders to get to 
Heaven. The purpose of our crea- 
tion is to know, love and serve God 
in this world and to be happy with 
him in the next. That is basic cate- 
chism and we all learned it when 
we were very young. 

The only catch is that we have to 
get to Heaven by choice; God does 
not force us to come. But—He wants 
us, each of us—even more than we 
went to get there. Sometimes, when 
you actually realize the meaning of 
Heaven, the impact is terrifying. 

We as tertiaries have a head start 
on Heaven. We are promised Heav- 
en at profession when the priest says, 
“And I, on the part of God, if you 
observe these things, promise you 
life everlasting.’ So all of us observe 
the rule and that’s fine. But, in 
modern day America there is more 
to life than a dozen Paters and Aves 
and Glorias. 
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by GERALDINE LISS, Tertiary 


If we are junior tertiaries, no 
doubt life consists of school or work 
or both, or maybe even marriage. 
For the purposes of this article, let’s 
concentrate on school or work. 


If we are still in high school, then 
we are actually at an advantage. 
Life is still not too complicated. But, 
life, even in high school is a respon- 
sibility and a challenge. Some teen- 
agers have made life miserable for 
everybody. Now, it is up to the 
youth who should be on the ball 
(like us) , to take away the bad taste 
left in American mouths, by the 
hoods, and the bops, and the sharp- 
ies, and the general run of the mill 
authority of young people who are 
trying to be big-time. They remind 
me of someone who is trying to look 
in the dictionary for a word that 
he can’t spell. In other words, they 
are missing the point. 


For those teeners who have their 
feet on the ground, I think the most 
important single thing to do is to 
respect authority, both at home and 
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in school. That is the point on which 
those few bee-bops have gone off— 
they are trying to assert their inde- 
pendence. And this is true for sure: 
teeners who do not respect mom 
and dad will never respect a teacher. 
And so we see that the high school- 
ers have a perfect chance to live a 
prayer, in this case, a prayer named 
obedience. 


Graduation day throws these same 
teen-agers into the working world or 
the college campus. 

What about this business of work- 
ing? It is entirely different than 
school. Taking orders from a boss, 
meeting people you like, and some 
you don’t like, knowing people who 
are very good, and some who leave 
a lot to be desired, being next to 
good Catholics and bad Catholics 
and non-Catholics and anti-Catho- 
lics, getting asked to go places with 
the gang and ending up somewhere 
that you’re not supposed to be, being 
praised for some little thing, or 
screamed at for some big thing, hav- 
ing money all yours, and knowing 
that it’s coming every pay day. It’s 
quite a change from the sheltered 
classroom, where there was guidance 
and _ protection. 

Now decisions must be made and 
things done, but without any help. 
Here is the chance to live another 
prayer, one that is named Good 
Example. 

What about those teen-agers who 
chose to become collegians? In a 
sense they are the lucky ones and on 
them rests the greatest responsibility, 
for from them the most will be ex- 
pected. From those to whom much 
has been given much will be asked. 
Life in the academic world is dif- 
ferent than in high school, too. No 
one tells you that you must be a 
student. No one says, “Janet, where 
is your English assignment.” Or 
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“John, why don’t you get that alge- 
bra turned in.” Or “Kathleen, you 
did very poorly on that last biology 
test. Don’t you understand what 
we're doing.” 

Instead it’s an incomplete for a 
final grade, or the professor yells 
openly, in front of 100 others, “Mr. 
Smith! What do you want in this 
course? A free ride?” No one babies 
you, keeps after you. You have to 
be a student on your own. You were 
kind of brainy in high school. Now 
at college you meet the geniuses 
from all over the world, and you 
wonder why you are there. 

Maybe you live at a dorm. You 
are shocked the first time you see 
your room-mate necking outside the 
door. Maybe you pledge a frat, and 
you find that all your frat brothers 
get high at every party. It’s the rule. 
Maybe you find that to pledge a sor- 
ority you have to be a cut-throat 
little cat, but sororities mean some- 
thing on a campus. You run into 
these same few people who think 
they are big-time and can’t define 
the word. 

It is not like high school, and not 
like work. You are preparing to be 
a leader. You have talent. That is 
why you’re there. On you is the 
most serious burden. And we have 
a chance to live another prayer, one 
named Dutifulness. 

These examples are meager and 
scattered. But we have done no more 
than indicate areas for practicing 
virtue. The saints got to Heaven by 
living a prayer. They did the ordt- 
nary things extraordinarily well. We 
can live a prayer, too. Obedience is 
greater than sacrifice. Good example 
is greater than martyrdom. Dutiful- 
ness is greater than conquering the 
world. And all of us can do each, 
daily. It isn’t much to pay for 
Heaven, is it? 


BACK TO THE RULE 


The Paradox of Officeholding 


{bs THE FRANCISCAN ORDER no one is 

more “inferior” than a superior. 
Francis wanted it so. In the tenth 
chapter of the friars’ rule he wrote: 
“The brothers who are the minis- 
ters and servants of the other broth- 
ers.... Those who bear responsi- 
bility in the order are to minister to 
and serve the others. Those gifted 
by God with the energy and judg- 
ment and talents that go to make 
a leader are not therefore simply 
to be honored and held in awe. 
Francis correctly saw that they were 
given these gifts so that they might 
serve the common good. He reversed 
a trend. Religious superiors in his 
orders were not to be potentates 
receiving the homage of their sub- 
jects. They were to be ministers and 
guardians taking care of the com- 
munity. To hold office was to put 
oneself at the service of all. This is 
the Franciscan idea of office-holding. 


Immediate conclusions flow from 
this. No one ought to hesitate to 
accept an office in the fraternity on 
the pretense of humility. To think 
this way is to miss the point. Office 
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by XAVIER CARROLL, O.F.M. 


holding is not an opportunity for 
honor; it is a circumstance of service. 
Few really miss the point. Rather, 
few are anxious for the opportunity 
to serve. But those few should be 
found among the followers of St. 
Francis whose whole life was to 
serve the Lord, in himself and in 
his creatures. The third chapter of 
the tertiary rule reads: “...Let no 
one without good reason refuse an 
office tendered him...” Not only is 
it a matter of the spirit of his pro- 
fession but it falls under the matter 
of religious obedience. His solemn 
pledge obliges him to stand for office 
if nominated and accept if elected. 


One can accept in a variety of 
ways. One might accept with the 
stoic resignation that makes bear- 
able all the great misfortunes of 
life—with the determination to 
weather the term of office with the 
least expenditure of energy possible. 
But the third chapter of the rule 
goes to say: “...and let no one 
discharge his office negligently.” ‘To 
accept in the Franciscan way is to 
see in the office an invitation to live 
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one’s Franciscan life at a new level 
of intensity. No need to look around 
for ways to express one’s religious 
ideals. They are built right into the 
office. 


To look upon an office as a meauis 
of dominating others is just about as 
far from the Franciscan ideal as 
one can go. Sometimes the actual 
exercise of authority causes one un- 
consciously to slip into this abuse. 
Thought for self-examen. 


‘Taking the other end of the stick, 
tertiaries must remember that the 
officers with all their dedication to 
the service of the brotherhood are 
still the religious superiors of this 
layman’s order. Religious obedience, 
as imposed by the nature of the 
order, is due them. The whole rela- 
tionship between the officers and 
members is colored by this religious 
aspect. Theoretically, at least, this 
should do away with much of the 
little frictions that arise in organiza- 
tions because of the human frailty 
factor. ‘To get things done, orders 
have to be given. People do not like 
to be told what to do—especially 
if there is a suspicion of arrogance 
or an assumption that the one direct- 
ing is of a superior order than the 
directed. In a religious order there 
are no such assumptions. We are 
exercising a virtue. Less chance for 
hurt feelings. 


The role of the spiritual director 
ought to be clarified. He is not an 
officer, an authority, a religious su- 
perior within the fraternity. He is 
just what he is called, a spiritual di- 
rector, an outsider keeping an eye on 
things to see they go in accord with 
the spiritual aim of the Third Order. 
The real superiors remain the elect- 
ed lay officers. They must be con- 
scious of their responsibility and 
enter into it vigorously. Where the 
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spiritual has to take a leading role 
in all the minutia of the fraternity it 
is an indication that the officers are 
not living up to their calling. 


An obvious conclusion from these 
thoughts: choose officers wisely. Ter- 
tiaries should approach the matter 
of elections soberly and responsibly. 
Officers set the pace for a fraternity. 
What qualities to look for? Neg- 
atively, we do not have to look for a 
business executive whose middle 
name is “organization” and last fin- 
ancial know-how.” We do not have 
to look for a person who has a knack 
for telling one and all what to do. 
On the other hand we are not 
anxious for a pious incompetent. An 
officer should have the ability and 
gifts of nature which are peculiar 
to the nature of his job. He should 
have good common sense, a more 
than average understanding of the 
nature and aims of the Third Order. 
He should be acquainted with the 
traditions of the local fraternity. He 
should be able to get along with 
people. Looking further, we would 
like to see vision and imagination in 
him. An ability to see the possibili- 
ties for the Third Order in our time 
and in his locale. We would like to 
see generosity—a willingness to give 
himself, a willingness to be “taken 
advantage of” as it is often inter- 
preted. “Officer” is an unfortunate 
term. The officeholder must realize 
that in Francis’ terminology he is a 
minister, a servant of the brethren. 


For the tertiary who has stepped 
into office with the correct perspec- 
tive, stepping out of office will be a 
graceful transition. He will gener- 
ously give of his knowledge and ex- 
perience to his successor. The desire 
to serve the brotherhood is his sole 
concern. This is the Franciscan way. 

e 


283 


Be a Saint in Spite of Yourself, Marie 
Commins, Bruce, $2.75. 


If a TV quiz master should ask you who 
was the most titanic traitor of all times, 
would you think of nominating St. Peter? 
Mrs. Commins would. Her reason: He 
denied his Creator not once but three 
times after he had been privileged to be 
close to Christ and his soul was “‘glutted 
with graces and sacred secrets.” 


In her new book, Be a Saint in Spite of 
Yourself, Mrs. Commins jettisons the pret- 
ty, pious, dainty stories about the saints 
which have done more harm than good. 
Instead she builds up hope in the soul of 
every sinner as she presents the uphill 
struggles of thirteen saints who rose above 
the worldly side of their natures and envi- 
ronments to merit the glory of sainthood. 


She writes: “The Church has spoken 
about their immortal souls, stabilizing them 
in lasting splendor. The fact is we cannot 
hurt the bones of the saints by picking for 
crumbs of comfort. It is easier to emulate 
Jerome who says he sinned greatly in his 
youth (for we know we have) than to say 
he was being metaphorical; it is robbing 
Jerome of his part of the struggle for holi- 
ness to attest that since God created him 
to be so great a doctor of the Church, he 
was preserved pure all his life.” 


We read, for example, about St. Camil- 
lus de Lellis who was somewhat of a swash- 
buckler until the age of twenty-five. He 
was a juvenile when he became truant 
from school and learned the art of gam- 
bling. His life in the army was rough, 
rugged and racy. But he rose above his 
natural tendencies. To test his change of 
heart God sent him almost unbearable 
afflictions and poverty. Camillus might 
have despaired and deprived the world of 
a great saint. But he turned from cold to 
hot in the face of adversity. 


We meet Dismas, Magdalene, Augus- 
tine, Francis of Assisi, Margaret of Cor- 
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tona. All lead us to the conclusion that 
sanctity is not restricted to a select few. 
It is universal, all embracing. It is true, 
you can be a saint in spite of yourself, for 
these examples show that God is ready to 
give necessary help to any of his creatures. 


(Mrs. Commins has another book in 
preparation, I’7/] Laugh Today, soon to be 
published by the Franciscan Herald Press.) 


The Church and Its People, Catechetical 
Guild, 50 cents. 


A companion volume to the above title 
offers 56 short articles lifted from the 
pages of the Catholic Digest. Here we find 
comments on the Catholic by such observ- 
ers as James Keller and Quentin Reynolds; 
views and experiences with Catholic fun- 
damentals by Clare Boothe Luce, Fr. Leo 
Trese and Graham Greene; human stories 
of saints, sinners and in-betweens by G. K. 
Chesterton, Franz Werfel, John Steinbeck. 
The book is divided into two sections: 
“Religion at the Source,’ which presents 
such subjects as the life of Christ, the ap- 
proach to belief, prayer, Mass and the 
Sacrament. The second section: “Religion 
in Persons,’ offers material under the 


headings: outstanding christians, mission- 
ers, saints and conversions. Excellent read- 
ing for one who has to read on the run. 


You and Your Angel, 15 cents, M. F. 
Wedge. 


You and Your Patron Saints, 15 cents. 

The Catechetical Guild has published 
two more new pamphlets that bear a fam- 
ily resemblance. The author has the envi- 
able ability to provide a lot of information 
with a light and highly readable touch. 
Between chuckles one learns how to con- 


tact his angel, the “why” of our angel’s 
love for us even when we are in sin and 
motives for loving him more in return. She 
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also points out that each one of. us is 
blessed not with just one patron saint but 
with many who are ready and willing to 
help us at all times. Included in the latter 
booklet is an extensive directory of patron 
saints. Each booklet is 64 pages with full 
color covers. 


Mission to Cathay, Anselm Romb, O.F.M. 
Cony., St. Anthony Guild, $2.50. 


A mission to Cathay in the 13th and 
14th centuries spelled a mission to its Mon- 
gol overlords. Popes and kings of medieval 
Europe sent more ambassadors to Cathay 
than we may suspect. The book recounts 
the journey of the Franciscan Odoric of 
Pordenone to the region of China west of 
the Yellow Sea. Odoric knew the ferocity 
of the people to whom God had called 
him. His knowledge was matched by his 
tenacity and single-mindedness; if the Tar- 
tar empire stretched from sea to sea, then 

-so would his itinerary. Nothing stands out 

more impressively than Odoric’s austere 
preparation for missionary life. Odoric’s 
spiritual viewpoint makes his narrative so 
different from Marco Polo’s. The two long- 
est accounts of Odoric’s travelogue tell of 
the Franciscan Martyrs of India whom he 
longed to imitate, and of the imperial 
court of Cathay for the conversion of 
which he so generously spent his life. This 
biography is based upon the travelogue 
dictated by Odoric, and is not only good 
history but good reading. 


A Martyr in Tibet, Robert Loup, David 
McKay Co., $3.75. 


Here is the story of the attempt by the 
famous Swiss St. Bernard monks to build 
a hospice for travelers on the high pass 
between China and Tibet. With the barest 
necessities of material help, these dedicated 
men labored to build their mission in spite 
of the combined forces of a hostile land 
and the hostile lamas. The book is also the 
dramatic story of the young monk, Fr. 
Maurice Tornay, who volunteered for this 
dangerous assignment in Tibet. It was near 
the border of Tibet, the land of the lama- 
series, Buddhist temples and prayer wheels, 
that he celebrated his first Mass. He mas- 
tered Tibetan and served as the pastor 
of the only Christian village inside Tibet. 
He was forcibly driven out in 1946 and the 
lamas took over his mission. Fr. Tornay, 
however, did not take it sitting down. He 
was determined to return to his mission 
even if it cost him his life. He settled at 
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Pame, at the doors of Tibet and only two 
days journey from his mission in Yerkalo. 
This was too close for the lamas. They 
wanted to drive him as far away as possible 
for secretly they were afraid of his fervor 
and energy. Disguised as a native, he made 
an attempt to contact the Tibetan govern- 
ment and explain what happened with the 
hope of getting some respite. He was de- 
tected and ruthlessly shot by lamas in 
1949. The story of Maurice Tornay is evi- 
dence enough that modern man has the 
stuff of which saints and heroes are made. 


Picture Dictionary, Ruth Hannon, Cate- 
chetical Guild, $1.50. 


The full title is “A Catholic Child’s 
Picture Dictionary,’ for young Catholics 
to use at home and in school. It is beauti- 
fully illustrated and easy to read, an in- ~ 
valuable tool to aid the child not only in 
understanding the exact meaning of reli- ~ 
gious terms but also in understanding his 
faith. More than 400 words are defined, 
carefully selected from prayers, Bible sto- 
ries, the catechism and Catholic school 
books. There are more than 250 full color 
pictures to aid the memory. Special em- 
phasis is put on Catholic practices in daily 
life. The arrangement is simple and intro- 
duces the young reader to the mysteries of 
the dictionary and prepares him for its 
use in adult life. 


The Church in the World, Catechetical 
Guild, 50 cents. 


The 320 pages of this paper-back edi- 
tion are packed with a wealth of short fea- 
tures gleaned from the pages of the Catho- 
lic Digest. Among the authors are some 
leading spokesmen on the Church and its 
position in the 20th century.’ The brevity 
of these articles and the fact that they are 
light reading means that even a ten-minute 
reading can reward the reader with a 
richer appreciation of his religion. The 
Church in the World takes up the role of 
Catholicism in virtually every aspect of 
modern life. The essays are presented un- 
der nine general headings: The Church 
and State, Religion and Science, The 
Church in the Social Order, Religion and 
Education, the Church in Current His- 
tory, Religion and Racial Equality, the 
Church in Industry, Religion and Art and 
Vice and Virtue. Among the authors are 
Pope Leo XIII, Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, 
John Lafarge, Evelyn Waugh and Barbara 
Ward. 
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Stop! Don’t Shop on Sunday campaign 
continues to gain momentum as bills are 
introduced into state and city legislatures. 
Slowly across the country the red bumper- 
sticker is beginning to appear. In Chicago 
the bumper sticker appeared simultane- 
ously with the introduction of a bill into 
the city council to prohibit Sunday opera- 
tions of certain businesses. Immediate sup- 
port of the bill came from many quarters, 
particularly the Chicago Retail Furniture 
Association which is distributing the Stop! 
Don’t Shop bumper stickers to its members. 


A year ago such a city ordinance was 
upheld in Evanston, Illinois, by the Su- 
preme Court of Illinois. 


Recently the Supreme Court of Errors 
upheld the constitutionality of a State 
statute which forbids Sunday sales in Con- 
necticut. 


The “law,” however, is not enough. The 
task of the Third Order is to educate the 
heart to hold God’s day holy. The law can 
indicate and remind us. By every means, 
let each fraternity continue with the na- 
tional program of re-educating a nation to 
keep the Third Commandment of God. 


Franciscan Statues came into the news. 
In St. Paul, Minnesota, vandals mutilated 
a statue of St. Francis of Assisi in Como 
Park. The sculptor himself was in favor of 
destroying the whole statue and starting 
from scratch again. Public protest to this 
idea brought from the city fathers the as- 
surance that everything possible would be 
done to repair the sculpture. 


At San Fernando, California, a statue 
was dedicated to Fr. FERMIN FRANCISCO 
DE LASUEN by the Rev. William Trower, 
administrator of San Fernando Mission. 
Father Lasuen succeeded Junipero Serra 
as president of the California missions. 
During his lifetime he laid the ground- 
work for the “Queen of the Missions’ at 
Santa Barbara, the Mission of San Fer- 
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nando, the “King of the Missions,’ San 
Luis Rey de Francia, and six others. 


Father Lasuen was born at Victoria, 
Spain, June 7, 1736. After joining the 
Franciscans he volunteered for American 
work and came to Mexico, then one of the 
richest jewels in the Spanish crown, in 
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Nine years later he was sent into Lower 
California, where the Franciscans had a 
single mission, and eventually found him- 
self in Upper California, where his great 
work was to be done. 


From 1773 onward, during Father Ser- 
ra’s presidency, Father Lasuen was mis- 
sionary at San Gabriel, San Carlos and 
San Diego. When he became president in 
1785, he made his headquarters at Carmel, 
maintaining it there until his death in 
1803. He was buried alongside Father 
Serra in the sanctuary of Carmel Mission 
together with Fr. Juan Crespi, O.F.M. 


The first mission founded by Lasuen was 
at Santa Barbara, on a site blessed by 
Serra. It is the only mission that has con- 
stantly been occupied by the Franciscans 
from its founding to the present. 


Lasuen founded La Purissima Concep- 
tion, in 1787, Mission Santa Cruz in 1791, 
Nuestra Senora de la Soledad, in Monterey 
County, in 1791, and San Juan Bautista 
in 1797. San Fernando was founded in 
1797, as were Mission San Jose and San 
Miguel Archangel. His ninth and _ final 
mission was San Luis Rey, named for 
Louis IX of France, founded in 1798 with 
Father Lasuen officiating. 


During Father Lasuen’s presidency, the 
missionaries increased from 20 to 40, and 
he personally administered over 9,000 con- 
firmations. At his death registers indicated 
33,717 persons had been baptized between 
1769 and 1803. In that year more than 
15,000 converted Indians were living on 
the 18 missions then existing. His writings 
were voluminous, most of them awaiting 
funds for publication. 
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In the July 1956 issue of Columbia, Do- 
ran Hurely has an article on how a few 
Franciscan friars turned back the wave of 
Russian expansion that envisioned an em- 
pire extending along the whole western 
coast of North America from Alaska to 
Mexico. These facts have long been known 
but their significance at this time is cer- 
tainly startling. If the Russian conquest 
and settlement of the complete North 
American west coast had been achieved, 
the territory would never have been let go 
as easily as was Alaska, even by the czars. 
And under the commissars, a unit of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics would 
have happened here. Mission San Fran- 
cisco, established by Serra by his dogged 
persistence and faith in St. Joseph’s help, 
was the one bulwark that kept the Russians 
from encroaching, though they had estab- 
lished Fort Russ—later corrupted to Fort 
Ross—not more than a few days march 
from San Francisco in 1812. San Fran- 
cisco de Assisi at the time of the creeping 
Russian encroachment was the northern 
link in the chain of Franciscan missions, 
the upper limit in California of the Span- 
ish territories administered from faraway 
Mexico. 


Tertius Ordo, official publication for the 
Third Order of the Capuchin Obedience, 
has a summary in its June issue of Third 
Order activity in the Capuchin branch. 
Here are some of the interesting points: 


There are 11,245 fraternities under the 
Capuchin obedience, totaling 750,310 
members. We note that the biggest strides 
in establishing new fraternities were made 
in India with 45 new fraternities. 


“Gratefully we announce,’ reports the 
Capuchin General Secretary, “that the Or- 
der of Friars Minor now has not only a 
Commissary General of the Third Order, 
but also a Secretary General in the person 
of Very Rev. Brian Gorvon of Ireland. 
Together with the Very Rev. Philip of 
Jesus Cueto, O.F.M. (Commissary General 
O.F.M.), Father Brian has greatly aided 
the other Franciscan families by working 
along during many sessions in drawing up 
the final draft of the International Third 
Order Constitutions. These constitutions 
have now been submitted for examination 
by canonists and then for approval of the 
respective Very Reverend Definitoriums 
General.” 

“Pax” is a joint publication of the four 
Franciscan obediences which began in 
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FOLLOW ST. FRANCIS 
Perform the Corporal Works of Mercy 


Men over 17 wanting to serve Christ by help- 
ing the poor, the sick, the unfortunate as sons 
of St. Francis. 


For information write: 


House of Charity, Bro. Kondrak, TOSF 


26 E. Hennepin Avenue Minneapolis 1, Minn. 


1954. (We have not yet seen a copy of 
it in the U.S., though we were shown a 
copy in Rome. Epiror.) Though enthu- 
siastically received, it is yet much to be 
desired and the news it publishes is usually 
very late. 


Johannes Joergensen, 90, grand old man 
of Danish literature, died on May 29 at 
Svendborg, Denmark, of a cerebral hem- 
orrhage. Joergensen, like Hans Christian 
Andersen, his national predecessor, was 
born on the island of Funen. His first 
books, poems and _ novelettes published 
around 1890, were a series of desperate 
self-analyses, picturing the tortures of a 
sensitive young man who despised his own 
ugly appearance and was ridden by lone- 
liness. He settled down at Assisi, Italy and 
for nearly half a century he lived there 
as an author, poet, critic and essayist. Joer- 
gensen’s St. Francis of Assisi is probably 
the best known and read of all his works 
and was recently put into the Image Book 
series of paperbacks. Through the years 
since its publication in the early 1920’s, 
his biography of St. Francis has remained 
one of the standard and most universally 
accepted lives. Fifty years after his first 
visit to the basilica of San Francesco in 
Assisi (see Forum, October 1955) Joer- 
gensen wrote: ‘“The good Father Felix, to 
whom [I dedicated the work, Saint Francis, 
was the instrument of Providence which 
led me into the Catholic Church. It was 
a Franciscan who showed me the light; it 
was St. Francis at work in my soul; it was 
the Poverello who dissipated the clouds of 
doubt, of torment, and of heresy from my 
soul. From that day, I have known no 
other way than that of the Saint. I jour- 
neyed with the Poverello over all the paths 
made by him. I rested in the places made 
holy by his prayers, by his abstinence and 
mortification. I wanted to establish my 
residence here in his city, to sleep next to 
him, hearing yet again his sweet voice. 
Francis, Catholic and wholly apostolic, has 
given health to my soul!” A tertiary of St. 
Francis, Johannes Joergensen was an offi- 
cer of the Assisi fraternity for many years. 
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Wanderer in the Night is the title of an 
article in the London Tablet (June 16, 
1956) on Johannes Joergensen by Mrs. 
George Norman. The article deals with 
the early life and struggle of Joergensen 
as recorded in two volumes of his auto- 
biography. The article fails to mention, 
however, the influence of St. Francis that 
finally brought the Danish-poet-biographer 
to the Church. Joergensen’s own words 
above are unmistakable. 


Capuchin Apostolate. Anallecta O.F.M. 
Cap. states that in the three years since 
the Most Reverend Benignus da Sant- 
*Ilario has been General of the Capuchins, 
988 Capuchin Fathers have given Lenten 
sermons and missions in Italy; of these, 
35 have tried new methods of contacting 
the people and giving missions in the in- 
dustrial areas of Italy. They are engaged 
in 108 parishes in Italy and have charge 
of some 45 shrines, among them the shrine 
of Our Lady of Loretto. 284 Fathers min- 
ister daily in hospitals, 80 have full time 
jobs with Catholic Action, 21 are chap- 
lains of prisons, 65 are in the service of 
cemeteries an catacombs; 11 are military 
chaplains and 300 are in youth work. In 
more than 500 monastery churches the 
Fathers are confessors, an apostolate says 
the Annales, that cannot be praised highly 
enough. 


Oldest Tertiary? Fr. John Forest O.F.M., 
director of St. Anthony Guild, Paterson, 
N.J., received the following letter from 
Sara C. Mitchell of 2108 Volney Road, 
Youngstown 11, Ohio. “Next Saturday, 
April 21, I will have a birthday. I will be 
93 years old. Please say a prayer for me on 
that day. I have been a member of the 
Third Order of St. Francis 76 years. 
. . . Four sisters of my family were mem- 
bers of the Third Order of St. Francis.” 
Certainly this must be the oldest living 
Tertiary in the U.S. at least. If there are 
some older, we would like to know. To 
Mrs. Mitchell our best wishes and fraternal 
greetings! 


Blessed Crescentia Hoess’ cause for can- 
onization has again been opened by the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites. She was 
born in 1682 in Kaufbeuren, Germany, 
entered the Poor Clares in that city, and 
at an early age was made Abbess of the 


monastery. She died in 1744 and was bea- 
tified by Pope Leo XIII on June 27, 1900. 


The Cause of Sister Alphonsa, a Poor 
Clare from Bharananganam, India, con- 
tinues to progress as more and more visi- 
tors and pilgrims come to her grave since 
she died on July 28, 1946. She could well 
be the first saint of India since St. Gonzal- 
vus Garcia, O.F.M., martyred at Naga- 
saki, Japan in 1597 was born of an Indian 
mother but had a Portuguese father. 


Patron of Peace. In memory of the Amer- 
ican Catholic soldiers who died in France 
during the two great wars, a new church 
was built in Paris dedicated to St. Francis 
of Assisi, the patron of peace. 


APOSTLES 
(from page 267) 


we come to Mathias, the same whose 
election to the apostolic college to 
replace Judas Iscariot is related in 
the Acts of the Apostles (1, 26). 
This New Testament episode makes 
instructive reading. An interesting 
detail is the circumstance that the 
candidate pitted against Mathias 
and passed over in the election was 
his better in point of personal holi- 
ness. A practical issue, this: the issue 
of the person and the office viewed 
with the eyes of faith. The axe you 
see him holding suggests the mode 
of his martyrdom. 


A fitting thought with which to 
end this sketchy account of the 
Apostles—their vocation, their train- 
ing by Our Lord, and their glorious 
death is this: They were deemed 
worthy of martyrdom for their Mas- 
ter and, what is more, they ac- 
counted it a matter of boasting (Acts 
5, 41); many of us, alas, .have to 
apologize for the poor quality of 
our living up to our Christian name 
and_ profession! 
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CALENDAR OF PLENARY 


INDULGENCES 
SEPTEMBER 
ie Bia Bernardaot Ofida, ©, l Or (Cap. 
—Rest. Aug. 26). 
4. St. Rose of Viterbo V.3 Or. 
8. Nativity of B.V. Mary. G.A. & P11. 
9. Bl. Micheline W. 3 Or. (Fran.—Rest. 


June 19). 
One of the nine days before the feast 
of St. Joseph of Copertino, Sept. 18. 
(Prayers before exposed Bl. Sacra- 
ment). 
15. The 12 Saturdays before the feast of 
the Im. Conception. 
We SiomMataonot irancisn (GrNadc ale 
18. St. Joseph of Copertino C. 1 Or. 
DA Sie, eevee (C,, 1h (Org. 
25. One day of the novena of St. Francis. 
26. Bl. Delphine V. 3 Or. (Fran.—Rest. 
Nov. 27 and Dec. 9). 
Dieot Ee lzear ©. 3 Ox, 
29. St. Michael Archangel*. 


Drink to 
your health! 


Sexton 
Juices 


You'll enjoy every glassful...Sexton 
Juices! Natural, fresh, nutritious! 

Sexton secures the pick of America’s 
finest orchards, groves and fields—thus 
insuring you Sexton Juices with just- 
picked flavor and abundant vitamin 
content. 

Especially delicious—Sexton Orange 
Juice, Grapefruit Juice, Tomato Juice— 
and 15 other Sexton Juices. Served at 
leading hotels and restaurants—sold by 
better independent grocers. 


aunt Oyen or . 


Ss Guaranteed by ® 
Good Housekeeping 


S 
: c 5 F ti <Z Aovearisto 1S 


John Sexton & Co., Chicage, 


OBITVUA HRW 


Sr. Narcissa, Sr. Redempta (Fran. Sisters 
of SS. Heart, Joliet), Sr. Ann Teresa (Old- 
enburg, Ind.), Sr. Bonaventure, Sr. Ignatia, 
Mother Coelestine, Sr. Cosma (Wheaton, 
JUL), Sie. Minn.), Sr. 
M. Bernardine. 


Margaret (Rochester, 


Baltimore: Anna Kardian—Chicago: Anna 
L. Mudra, Eliz. Caul, Helen Harris, George 
Von Arb—Cleveland: Margaret App, Hen- 
rietta Armbeuster, Leo Schroff, Mary Ma- 
gistro, Helen Contillon—La Salle, IIL: 
La Vanway*—Loretto, Pa.: 
John Hart, Rose 
Haney, Marg. Metzroth—Memphis: 
St. Louis: Anna M. King, 
Rose Wortmann. 


Mary 
Rosalia Gaunt- 
ner, Kelly—Louisville: 
Eliz. 
Emma Thane*— 


From Every 
Walk of Life 


“S 


wit the 
y, Lay Order 


St Francis 


Leads Catholies fo Happiness ond Holiness E 


FREE—Above mat FREE ON RE- 
QUEST for Third Order Promotion 
from Franciscan Herald Press, 1434 
W. 51st Street, Chicago 9, Il. 


#4... 


The Poverello- 


SE. anes. of see 


By Mark Hegen er O.F.M. 


For the person who has never met St. Francis 


this 92 page booklet is an introduction. For 


his friends it is further inspiration and in- 


sight into the life and times of the Little 


Poor Man. Here is no dull recital of the 


well known facts of Francis’ life, but a new 


vigorous presentation of every facet of a 


personality who has influenced millions of 


men and women over 700 years. Four color 


cover, 32 new pen-drawing illustrations. .50° 
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